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ÅPredators can enhance plant growth by reducing 

herbivore abundance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅStrength of such trophic cascades has been found to be 

quite variable both within and between communities 

INTRODUCTION 
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STUDY SITES 

8 study sites separated by 500 m altitudinal distance, starting from 200-3700 m asl 



Examples of the forest 

type at each study site 

STUDY SITES 



Treatments 

METHOD 

80 saplings (DBH = 10 ± 2.5 cm; ca. 3 m high) per elevational site 

4 treatments ï 20 saplings each 

 
1) Ant removal 

2) Vertebrate 

removal 

 - permanently 

placed cages 

2x2x2m 

3) Ant + vertebrate removal 4) Control 

In separate experiment ï 200, 700, 2200 and 2700 m ï bird/bat/control exclosures 

10 saplings per treatment ï not discussed it this talk 

30 cm 



Treated saplings left exposed for 176 ± 8 days 

Two collections made within a year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Collection ï non-destructive; all insect + 50 leaves 

collected + leaves counted 

2. Collection ï destructive; all insect + all leaves (tree not 

cut) 

METHOD 
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METHOD ï Insect sampling  


